The title compound was synthesized from l-hydroxy-2-methylimidazole-3-oxide and benzyl bromide in the presence of NaHCOî and isolated as the PFe salt in analogy to known procedures [1, 2] . The intermediate l,3-dibenzyloxy-2-methylimidazolium bromide had a melting point of 65 -66 °C and thus qualifies as an ionic liquid. It should be mentioned that the reaction did not work with benzyl chloride [3] . Colourless single crystals suitable for X-ray diffraction were obtained by slow evaporation of a methanol solution of the product at room temperature (mp. 154 -155 °C). This hexafluorophosphate was converted to the low-melting triflimide (m.p. 44 -45 °C) as usual [1, 2] , another ionic liquid. However, no suitable crystals of the bromide or triflimide were obtained. IR and NMR data of the three compounds are available in the CIF.
Experimental details
Two different orientations of the anion PFÖ were found in a ratio 7:3. The ratio 7:3 was determined by varying the occupation of the major and minor positions until nearly equal isotropic displacement parameters were obtained. The resulting ratio was then used for the anisotropic refinement.
Discussion
Imidazolium salts which incorporate labile N-0 moieties are very rare [1] [2] [3] [4] . Substituted 1,3-dibenzyloxy derivatives have been reported previously [4] . This is the first crystal structure of a 1,3-dibenzyloxy imidazolium salt. The analogous 1,3-dimethyloxyimidazolium cations have been found to exist in anti and syn conformations [2] . In the present case, the two benzyloxy groups adopt a syn conformation. The hexafluorophosphate anion exhibits a partial orientational disorder with occupancies of 0.70 and 0.30. The atoms Fl and F2 form the rotation axis. There are several weak C-H-F contacts significantly shorter than the sum of van der Waals radii: d(H4A-F6A') = 2.40 Â, <f(H5A-F3') = 2.27 Â, ¿(H5B-F4A) = 2.60 Â, </(Η12Α···Ρ6') = 2.39 Â, d(H12A-F4A') = 2.36 Â, and d(H12B-F3A ü ) = 2.50 Â, respectively. Symmetry code: (i) l/2+x,3/2->>,l/2+z; (ii) x,y,l +z. 
